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20 CFR Ch. III (4–1–00 Edition)§ 416.202

We or Us means the Social Security
Administration.

You or Your means the person who
applies for or receives SSI benefits or
the person for whom an application is
filed.

[47 FR 3103, Jan. 22, 1982, as amended at 49
FR 19639, May 19, 1984; 50 FR 48570, Nov. 26,
1985; 50 FR 51517, Dec. 18, 1985; 54 FR 19164,
May 4, 1989]

§ 416.202 Who may get SSI benefits.
You are eligible for SSI benefits if

you meet all of the following require-
ments:

(a) You are—
(1) Aged 65 or older (subpart H);
(2) Blind (subpart I); or
(3) Disabled (subpart I).
(b) You are a resident of the United

States (§ 416.1603), and—
(1) A citizen or a national of the

United States (§ 416.1610);
(2) An alien lawfully admitted for

permanent residence in the United
States (§ 416.1615);

(3) An alien permanently residing in
the United States under color of law
(§ 416.1618); or

(4) A child of armed forces personnel
living overseas as described in § 416.216.

(c) You do not have more income
than is permitted (subparts K and D).

(d) You do not have more resources
than are permitted (subpart L).

(e) You are disabled, drug addiction
or alcoholism is a contributing factor
material to the determination of dis-
ability (see § 416.935), and you have not
previously received a total of 36
months of Social Security benefit pay-
ments when appropriate treatment was
available or 36 months of SSI benefits
on the basis of disability where drug
addiction or alcoholism was a contrib-
uting factor material to the determina-
tion of disability.

(f) You file an application for SSI
benefits (subpart C).

[47 FR 3103, Jan. 22, 1982, as amended at 58
FR 4897, Jan. 19, 1993; 60 FR 8149, Feb. 10,
1995; 61 FR 10277, Mar. 13, 1996]

§ 416.203 Initial determinations of SSI
eligibility.

(a) What happens when you apply for
SSI benefits. When you apply for SSI
benefits we will ask you for documents
and any other information we need to

make sure you meet all the require-
ments. We will ask for information
about your income and resources and
about other eligibility requirements
and you must answer completely. We
will help you get any documents you
need but do not have.

(b) How we determine your eligibility
for SSI benefits. We determine that you
are eligible for SSI benefits for a given
month if you meet the requirements in
§ 416.202 in that month. However, you
cannot become eligible for payment of
SSI benefits until the month after the
month in which you first become eligi-
ble for SSI benefits (see § 416.501). In ad-
dition, we usually determine the
amount of your SSI benefits for a
month based on your income in an ear-
lier month (see § 416.420). Thus, it is
possible for you to meet the eligibility
requirements in a given month but re-
ceive no benefit payment for that
month.

[47 FR 3103, Jan. 22, 1982, as amended at 50
FR 48570, Nov. 26, 1985; 64 FR 31972, June 15,
1999]

§ 416.204 Redeterminations of SSI eli-
gibility.

(a) Redeterminations defined. A rede-
termination is a review of your eligi-
bility to make sure that you are still
eligible and that you are receiving the
right amount of SSI benefits. This re-
view deals with the requirements for
eligibility other than whether you are
still disabled or blind. Continuation of
disability or blindness reviews are dis-
cussed in §§ 416.989 and 416.990.

(b) When we make redeterminations. (1)
We redetermine your eligibility on a
scheduled basis at periodic intervals.
The length of time between scheduled
redeterminations varies depending on
the likelihood that your situation may
change in a way that affects your bene-
fits.

(2) We may also redetermine your eli-
gibility when you tell us (or we other-
wise learn) of a change in your situa-
tion which affects your eligibility or
the amount of your benefit.

(c) The period for which a redetermina-
tion applies: (1) The first redetermina-
tion applies to—

(i) The month in which we make the
redetermination;
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(ii) All months beginning with the
first day of the latest of the following:

(A) The month of first eligibility or
re-eligibility; or

(B) The month of application; or
(C) The month of deferred or updated

development; and
(iii) Future months until the second

redetermination.
(2) All other redeterminations apply

to—
(i) The month in which we make the

redetermination;
(ii) All months beginning with the

first day of the month the last redeter-
mination was initiated; and

(iii) Future months until the next re-
determination.

(3) If we made two redeterminations
which cover the same month, the later
redetermination is the one we apply to
that month.

[47 FR 3103, Jan. 22, 1982, as amended at 50
FR 48570, Nov. 26, 1985; 58 FR 64893, Dec. 10,
1993]

REASONS WHY YOU MAY NOT GET SSI
BENEFITS FOR WHICH YOU ARE OTHER-
WISE ELIGIBLE

§ 416.210 You do not apply for other
benefits.

(a) General rule. You are not eligible
for SSI benefits if you do not apply for
all other benefits for which you may be
eligible.

(b) What ‘‘other benefits’’ includes.
‘‘Other benefits’’ includes any pay-
ments for which you can apply that are
available to you on an ongoing or one-
time basis of a type that includes an-
nuities, pensions, retirement benefits,
or disability benefits. For example,
‘‘other benefits’’ includes veterans’
compensation and pensions, workers’
compensation payments, Social Secu-
rity insurance benefits and unemploy-
ment insurance benefits. ‘‘Other bene-
fits’’ for which you are required to
apply do not include payments that
you may be eligible to receive from a
fund established by a State to aid vic-
tims of crime. (See § 416.1124(c)(17).)

(c) Our notice to you. We will give you
a dated, written notice that will tell
you about any other benefits that we
think you are likely to be eligible for.
In addition, the notice will explain
that your eligibility for SSI benefits

will be affected if you do not apply for
those other benefits.

(d) What you must do to apply for other
benefits. In order to apply for other ben-
efits, you must file any required appli-
cations and do whatever else is needed
so that your eligibility for the other
benefits can be determined. For exam-
ple, if any documents (such as a copy of
a birth certificate) are required in ad-
dition to the application, you must
submit them.

(e) What happens if you do not apply
for the other benefits. (1) If you do not
apply for the other benefits within 30
days from the day that you receive our
written notice, you are not eligible for
SSI benefits. This means that if you
are applying for SSI benefits, you can-
not receive them. If you are receiving
SSI benefits, your SSI benefits will
stop. In addition, you will have to
repay us for any SSI benefits that you
received beginning with the month
that you received our written notice.
We assume (unless you prove other-
wise) that you received our written no-
tice 5 days after the date shown on the
notice. We will also find that you are
not eligible for SSI benefits if you file
the required application for other bene-
fits but do not take other necessary
steps to obtain them.

(2) We will not find you ineligible for
SSI benefits if you have a good reason
for not applying for the other benefits
within the 30-day period or taking
other necessary steps to obtain them.
In determining whether a good reason
exists, we will take into account any
physical, mental, educational, or lin-
guistic limitations (including any lack
of facility with the English language)
which may have caused you to fail to
apply for other benefits. You may have
a good reason if, for example—

(i) You are incapacitated (because of
illness you were not able to apply); or

(ii) It would be useless for you to
apply (you once applied for the benefits
and the reasons why you were turned
down have not changed).

[47 FR 3103, Jan. 22, 1982, as amended at 50
FR 5573, Feb. 11, 1985; 50 FR 14211, April 11,
1985; 59 FR 1635, Jan. 12, 1994; 61 FR 1712, Jan.
23, 1996]
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